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Simon Hughes
PERSONAL DETAILS

Call to the Bar: 

2003
Joined Civitas:

2008 
Contact


simon.hughes@civitaslaw.com
	


PRACTICE PROFILE

Personal Injury and Clinical Negligence Group


Simon has a wide-ranging Personal Injury Practice. Simon has extensive experience in advising in Road Traffic, Public Liability (including occupier’s liability), Animals Act and Product Liability claims. He has a particular interest in accidents at work and the six pack regulations and appears on a weekly basis in claims of this nature in courts across South Wales before both District and Circuit Judges. He also has experience before the High Court in relation to such claims.  In addition Simon acts in a wide variety of Road Traffic cases and has particular experience of low impact collision cases and cases with an element of credit hire. 

Simon is experienced in CRU appeals and appears on a regular basis before the Criminal Injuries Compensation Appeals Panel. 

He has a strong paper based practice which includes written advices, the drafting of pleadings and the settlement of schedules. On a yearly basis Simon will advise in hundreds of cases. He is committed to the prompt return of papers and the maintenance of high standards.

Simon is developing a strong costs practice. He has appeared before the Court of Appeal in an appeal relating to the scope of the discretion of the trial judge to award or refuse costs to a successful Multi Track Claimant. He regularly appears in detailed assessment hearings.

Employment Group

Simon has a substantial Employment Practice. He is regularly instructed on behalf of major unions through more than one firm of solicitors. He also acts on behalf of a number of local authorities, police forces and major companies. He is instructed to advise and attend hearings on a national basis on behalf of a substantial insurer.

Simon has experience across the range of employment cases including unfair and wrongful dismissal, discrimination, TUPE, whistleblowing and equal pay claims. He has appeared in multi-day hearings in relation to allegations of sex, race and disability discrimination. He has a particular interest in cases involving constructive dismissal. 

Simon regularly advises in employment cases and is committed to the prompt return of papers and the maintenance of high standards.
Public, Regulatory and Planning Group

Simon has particular experience in relation to possession and demotion applications by local authorities against secure tenants. He is well versed on the relevant homelessness legislation.  He has a good appreciation of the inevitable issues of discrimination and reasonableness most Housing matters entail. He is regularly instructed on behalf of local authorities in claims of Disability Discrimination in relation to the provision of housing.  

Simon has extensive experience of ASBO and ASBI applications. He recently appeared on behalf of a local police force in a four day appeal to the Crown Court in relation to an ASBO granted in the magistrate’s court centring on the issue of necessity.

Simon has experience of the Lands Tribunal and has acted for both individuals and local authorities in disputes relating to land.

Chancery, Business and Consumer Group

Simon acts in range of contractual disputes and has a loyal following. He has considerable experience under the Consumer Credit legislation as well as having dealt with numerous cases under the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982, the Sale of Goods Act 1979 and the implied terms therein.

Simon has experience in relation to insolvency matters both personal and corporate.

NOTABLE CASES

· Hutchings v Parker (2007) Court of Appeal – Appeal relating to the discretion of a trial Judge to refuse to award costs to a successful Claimant. 

· Lamont and Price v Merthyr Tydfil CBC (2006) – Appeal regarding the use of expert evidence as to the state of the highway in local authority tripping claims.

· R v Tudor (2007) - Part of prosecution team relating to second-largest outbreak of E-Coli in the United Kingdom.

· Jackson v Vale of Glamorgan (2008) – Lengthy litigation relating to an unsubstantiated claim made by a council tenant for harassment by her local authority landlord. 

· Wheeler v Dyfed Powys Police (2008) – Issue of definition of disability in respect of a heavily overweight woman.

· Thompson Rail Equipment v Baker (2008) – Large claim for breach of fiduciary duties on the part of a Company director and the proper interpretation of a full and final settlement clause..

· Bailey v Powys CC (2009) – Successful appeal to the Circuit Judge regarding the MHOR in light of the decision in Egan v Central Manchester and Manchester Children’s University Hospital NHS Trust.

· Cullen v Cardiff CC (2010) – Successful appeal to the Circuit Judge in a claim under the Occupiers Liability Act 1957.
EDUCATION

· BVC, Nottingham Law School

· LLB, University of Liverpool 

· Ysgol Friars, Bangor
INTERESTS
· Primarily watching but occasionally playing most sports

· 20th Century literature

· Cars
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